The effect of hypothalamic lesions on thyroid-stimulating hormone concentration in the chicken pituitary.
Studies of thyroid activity following hypothalamic lesions have provided indirect evidence of TSH influence on the pars distalis of birds. The present study examined the influence of hypothalamic lesions on TSH assays of the rostral and caudal lobes of the pars distalis. Lesions of the septomesencephalic tract increased TSH levels in the rostral lobe but had no influence on the caudal lobe. Lesions of the supraoptic or ventrolateral nuclei neither stimulated nor depressed TSH in either lobe of the pars distalis.